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Ezek. XVii. 19. 


| Seeing he deſpiſed the Oath, by breaking the Co- 
venant (when loe, he had given his Hand) and 
| hath done all theſe Things, he ſhall not eſcape. 
| Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As I live, 
| ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpiſed, and 
my Covenant that he hath broken, even it, will 
I recompence upon his own Head. 46 


| i is. Part of a Prophecy of Ezekiel, de- 
nouncing the moſt ſevere Puniſhment a- 
gainſt Zedekiah King of Jeruſalem, who 
was notoriouſly guilty of breaking his Covenant 
and Oath. For the more full Explication of 
which, it will be neceſſary for me to give a ſhort 
Account of the Hiſtory of that Time, which 15 re- 
lated not only in the Book of the Kings and Chro- 
nicles, but is found twice in the Prophecy of Fere- 
mich, Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, being 
1 mighty Prince, and deſigning to ſubdue all the 
Nations round about him, firſt ſent his Servants - 
to beſiege Feruſalem the Capital City of the King- 
dom of Judab, and afterwards came himſelf to the 
A 2 Siege, 


r 
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Siege, and reduced the City to ſuch Straights, that 
Febotakin, then King of Judah, not being able tg 
hold out any longer, went to meet him with hi; 
Mother, Servants, Princes and Officers, and ſur. 
render'd the City with the whole Kingdom, yield. 
ing up himſelf and Followers as Priſoners of War, 
The King of. Babylon, having ſeiz'd upon all th; 
Treaſures he found in the Temple and City, car- 
ried them away, together with the King, his Princes, 
his chief Men of Valour, and his beſt Artificers and 
Craftsmen, to his o City, and left but few re- 
maining; except the loweſt of the People for Huſ. 
bandry, and the neceſſary Services of Life. 
Over theſe he ſet Zedehiah Uncle to the late 
King (being the younger Brother of his Father) 
and centred into a Covenant with him, to which 
Zedekiah ſhewed his full Conſent by giving his 
Hand, and this was confirm'd by an Oath, that Ze. 
dekiah ſhould Reign. as King over the Remnant af 
the People; but that himſelf and his Kingdom 
ſhould continue Subject to the King of Babylon. 
The Kingdom of Judah having been for thc 
moſt part, after its Eſtabliſhment, an Independent 
Kingdom, under a Sovereign of their own, who 
had no Power on Earth above him; and being now 
reduced ta a State of Dependance, under a Prince 
whoſe Intereſt and Deſign was to keep them ſo low 
that. they might not think of revolting, in order 
to 
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Eo recover their antient Sovereignty; Zedekiah, tho 
e owed his Title to the Kingdom wholly to Ne- 
ſuchadnezzer, and had acceptcd it upon his Terms, 
Kone of which were broken by him; yet out of 
En unwarrantable Ambition, contrary to his Cove- 


ar Nan and Yath, openly rebelled againſt him; and, 
the Wa order to ſupport himſelf, enter'd into an Alli- 
ar. Dance with the King of Egypt, a potent neighbour- 


ng Prince, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he hop'd to ſhake 
ind Noff the Yoke of the King of Babylon. | 

re- This being ſo notorious a Breach of Faith, God. 
ul. {docs in this Chapter, by the Mouth of Ezeliel the 
Prophet, ſer forth the Greatneſs of his Crimes, in 
the moſt ſcvere Terms of Indignation; and after: 
having mentioned the particular Circumſtances 1 
nich have named, he eries out, by way of Expoſtulation, 


his hal he proſper ? ſhall he eſcape that doth ſuch things? 
Ze. all he break. the Covenant; and be deliverd? No, 
che Will of God was, that he ſhould dic in the Land 


the King of Egypt be able to ſupport him. 


the This Prophecy, we find, was a few Years after; 
lent Mcxactly fulfill'd; for the King of Egypt having 
vho Meriven away the Chaldeans, return'd to his own 
ow Country, without leaving a ſufficient Strength to 


ſecure Jeruſalem; ſo that Nebuchadnezzar, with his 
forces, return'd again to beſiege it; and after a- 
bout a Year and a. Half's Siege, in which the City 


of that King who had made him King, neither ſhould. 


ſuffer d. 
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ſuffer'd all the Miſeries of Famine and the Sword $ 
the Walls were at length broken down, and th; i 
King, thinking to eſcape, was taken in his Flight, 


had his Children kill'd before his Face, then hs Wh 


Eyes were put out, and he was carried to Babyln { 
where he ended his Days in Priſon. Thus was th: 
bath of God, that he had deſpiſed, and his Covenan, 


which he had broken, recompenced upon his own th 


Head. 


From the Words, I ſhall take Occaſion to confi. Wi 


der the Evil of the two Sins mentioned in them. 


| Firſt, That of Breach of Covenant, as it regard; his | 


Men. 

Secondly, That of deſpiſing Oaths, as it is diſho- 
nourable to God, and injurious to Men. 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew the Juſtice of God in re- 


markably puniſhing ſuch great Offenders. 


But before I enter upon theſe Heads, give mc 
Leave to make two Obſervations ariſing from the 
Hiſtory I have related. And 

1: That in this Covenant and Oath, which God 
fo far approv'd of, as to call them his Covenant, 
and his Oath, there was no Regard had to Hered:- 
tary Right; Zedekiah being the younger Brother to 
his Predeceſſor's Father, and conſequently while 
he was living, could have no Right of that kind . 

the 
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Pe Crown of Judah. Had then the Right of In- 
Sericance in Kingdoms been unalterable and Inde- 


hr, NNeaſible, ſurely the Prophet would have charged 
hi him with a notorious Invaſion of that Right; he 
mn, Mrould have told him, that he ought not to have 
the accepted the Kingdom on any Terms, unleſs it 


were to keep it for the right Owner; that he was 
Rherefore bound to break his Covenant and Oath 
with Nebuchadnezzar, as ſoon as he had Opportu- 
nity; in order to reſtore the Kingdom to him, 
Who was unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd of it, whenever he 
Should recover his Liberty. But not a Word of 
this is to be met with in this whole Prophecy. On 
the other Hand, we find Feremiah frequently ex- 
horting him to continue firm in his Obedience to 
the King of Babylon, promiſing him on that Condi- 
tion Peace and Security, and threatning him as ſe- 
verely as Ezekiel has done, in Caſe of his Diſobe- 
dience and Rebellion, as we may read at large in 
Jer, 38. 17, 18. and the following Verſes. 
2. We may take Notice, that Nebuchadnezzar 
had given Zedektah no juſt Cauſe for withdrawing 
0d bis Obedience from him, having not at all broken 
ant, Ibis Part of the Covenant. Zedehkiah and his Subjects 
edi- Nenjoy'd all the Power and Liberty which the King 
- to Hof Babylon had granted them; and tho' the King- 
nile N dom was reduced to a low Eſtate by the carrying 
to Mavay of ſo many Perſons conſiderable for Quality, 
thc Arms 
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| Arms and Arts, yet it begun after this new Settl; F 
ment to enjoy the Bleſſings of Peace, and to fu of C 
5 riſh and increaſe in great Plenty. This the Prophe v 
expreſſeth, by way of Parable, in the 5th and mar 
Verſes of this Chapter. And he took alſo of the Sui pec 
of the Land, and planted it in a fruitful Field, | Wi! 
placed it by great Waters, and ſet it as a Willow-Tre: MY vcr) 
andͤbit grew. and became a ſpreading Vine of low Su the 
ture, whoſe Branches turned towards him, and the Nu of 
thereof were under him: So it became a Vine, all righ 
brought forth Branches, and ſhot forth Sprigs. Her a Li 
was no Invaſion made by Nebuchadnezzar on th arc 
Privileges and Liberties which by the CovenanW the 
Zedekiah could lay claim to; here was nothing that 
therefore of Self- Defence in this Revolt, no Occy 
ſion given for calling another Prince to his Ai, 
which made him wholly inexcuſable, and his Cal 
widely different from thoſe, who being in Subj- it b 
ction to a King limited by Laws, take up Arm true 


and joyn with a neighbouring Prince to defend tak 
themſelves againſt him, when he goes about t | 
overturn the whole Frame of Government, and i me 
deſtroy the Liberties and Religion of his Subject abl. 
which he had ſworn to defend and maintain. are 
Having made theſe Reflections, which naturallyM ſuc 
ariſe from the Circumſtances of this Hiſtory, WW to | 
come.now to diſcourſe on the ſeveral Heads I pre y 
I 


Sd. And 
* Fir 
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Firſt, The Injury done to Mankind by the Breach 
of Covenant. | 

We are obliged by the Law of Nature to do 
many good Offices to our Brethren, without ex- 
pecting any Return from them, only out of Good 
Will and Love to our Neighbour, ſuch as are not 
very burdenſom to the Giver, but of great Uſe to 
the Receiver. Thus to give him Leave to take 
of running Water, to direct a Stranger into the 
right Way, to give our Advice to one who 1s at 
1 Loſs what Meaſures he ſhould take, and the like, 
are call'd Offices of Humanity, ſuch as flow from 
the Nature of Man, in which Senſe is to be taken 
that celebrated Saying of the Comedian, 


Homo ſum, nihil humani à me alienum puto. 


it being moſt agreeable to our Nature to have a 
true Concern for the Good of cvery one who par- 
takes with us of the ſame common Nature. 

But the Wants of Mcn being various and nu- 
merous, few are in ſuch Circumſtances as to be 
able to employ themſelves wholly this Way ; but 
are obliged to lay out their Time and Pains in 
ſuch Employments, as not only make them uſeful 
to others, but turn to their own Profit and Ad- 
vantage. In order to ſecure which, and to prevent 


B from 


Diſputes and Contentions, which too generally ariſe WM 
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from Mens being too much byaſs'd by their own 
Intereſts; they enter into Covenants or Contracts, 
by which it may. plainly appear, what cach Sid: 
may juſtly. claim as his Due: And upon this Sc- 
curity it is, that every Man is encouraged to In- 
duſtry, and chearfully goes on in his Buſineſs, en- 
pecting from others, what they have obliged 
themſclves to do on their Part; and theſe arc 
what we call private Contracts. 

But to ſtrengthen this Security, God has or- 
dain'd Political Societies, under different Forms 
of Government, conſiſting of ſupreme and ſub- 
oridnate Magiſtrates, to whom every Man may 
make Application, in order to compel the Per- 
fon he has contracted with to make his Part 
good. 5 

And that the Magiſtrate may be enabled to 
ſecure to all Perſons their Rights, Properties, and 
Intereſts, there is lodged: in them a Power of 
making Laws, in relation to private Covenants, 
and, alſo of executing. the Laws when made, by 
puniſhing the Tranſgreſſors of them. And to ſe- 
cure their Authority, there is a publick Contract 
W made between them and their Subjects; the one 
obliging himſelf, or themſelves (according to the 
different Forms of Government) to Rule accord- 
W ing to thoſe Laws; the other to pay all due Obc- 
dience to them; in the due Performance of which 

the 
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the Peace and Welfare of the whole Society, and 
of every Part and Member of it 1s containd. 


| And this being the End and Purpoſe of God in 
his ordaining Governments, theſe Covenants arc 
| therefore call'd his Covenants, and the Right which 
| che Supreme Magiſtrate has to his Part of them, 
a Divine Right. And tho", perhaps, this Covenant 
or Contract is not enter'd into in expreſs Words, 

by every Member of that Society; yet whoever 

receives the Benefit of Protection under the Ma- 
| giſtrate, is naturally obliged to ſubmit to that 
Authority, and obſerve thoſe Laws by which 

| 1 is govern'd, and its Peace main- 
| tain d. 


From the Nature and End of theſe Covenants, 


we may clearly ſee the Evil of breaking them. I 
| ſhall but touch upon that of private Contracts. 


They who break their private Contracts, do, 
as far as in them lies, diſcourage all Induſtry; 
For who will labour without Expectation of re- 
ceiving a juſt Recompence for it? They give Oc- 
caſion to endleſs Diſputes and Quarrels; For who 
can take it patiently, to be debar'd of their Right 
and Due? They deſtroy all mutual Credit and 
Truſt, on which depends Trade and Commerce, 
which are the Foundation of Strength and Riches 
to any Country. Twere endleſs to name all the 
Miſchiefs ariſing in ä 5 „ 

2 an 
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and larger Societies, from the Breach of theſe 
private Contracts. 

But I procced to ſhew, the ſad Conſequences of 
breaking thoſe publick Covenants made between 
the Supreme Magiſtrate and his Subjects, and par- 
ticularly that of Rebelling againſi Lawful Auths- 
rity. 

All War is grievous, and therefore never to be 
undertaken but for obtaining what is unjuſtly 
detained, for recovering what 1s wrongfully taken 
away, or for neceſſary Defence, becauſe where— 
ever the Scat of it is, there all Laws loſe their 
Force, no Regard 1s had to Juſtice, much leſs to 
Charity or Humanity ; but Oppreſſion, Rapine, 
Murder, Deſolation of Cities and Countrics arc 
the conſtant Attendants of it. But of all Wars 
none are ſo Cruel and Bloody as Civil Wars. Thoſc 
who are engaged on cach Side, have their Paſſions 
of Hatred, Rage and Revenge raiſed to the higheſt 
Degree, and carry it on with Fierceneſs and Cruelty 
that knows no Bounds. 

In the Reſiſtance made againſt a Prince, who, 
inſtead of protecting his People, and governing 
according to Law, endeayours to deſtroy their 
Religious and Civil Liberties, and turn a Legal Go- 
wernment into Tyranny; the whole Nation gene- 
rally, as one Man, riſe in their own Defence, and 
ſo perhaps, without much Contention, _— 
their 
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their Ancient Conſtitution, But in a Rebellion againſt 
Ia Prince who makes the Laws of the Land the Rules 
e his Government, there will always remain a 
Found Part of the Common-wealth, who will 
ſtand by their Sovereign with their Lives and For— 
tuncs, in ſupporting his Authority, and their own 
liberties; and therefore it cannot be expected, 
that the Rebels, tho' very numerous, ſhould in a 
ort Time prevail. So that unleſs they be ſoon 
ſuppreſs d, the Miſeries of War will continue for 
ta long Time, accompanied with a diſmal Train 
of Impieties and Wickedneſſes. 

| For when no juſt Cauſe can be given for a War 
of this kind, it muſt be carried on with the moſt 
groſs Hypocriſy, cither Religion or the Publick 
Good muſt be pretended, to keep up the Spirits 
land Paſſions of the giddy Multitude, . when the 
ons Authors of it have no Fear of God before their 
jeſt Eyes, nor any other Views than of proſecuting 
eln their Ambitious Deſigns, or gratifying their pri- 

vate Reſentments. 

ho, They muſt be artful in inventing ſlanderous 
ing Falſhoods, to miſrepreſent thoſe who are in Au— 
icir MW chority, and induſtrious in ſpreading them, that 
Go- MW their wicked Purpoſes may not appear bare-faced 
ne- io the World. They mult encourage ſuch as are 
ind moſt daringly wicked, moſt brutally fierce, as 
ver che only proper Inftruments to carry on ſuch a 
cit Work, 
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nay avoid being found out, for the greater Se- 
Furity of thoſe who are concern'd with them, 
hey arc in Matters of Conſequence required to 
Bike an Oath, to bind themſelves to perform 
Byhat they have covenanted; which is an Appeal 
% God as a Witneſs to our Fidelity, in which we 
enounce all Claim to his Mercy, and call down his 
Wengeance upon ourſelves, if we do not keep the 
Faith we have given. And this is the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance which Men can poſſibly give to each 
other: Not that it obliges us to any thing that 
bs new, to which we were not bound before, 


but that it gives a zem Addition of Force to a for- 


— — _— 


ing mer Obligation. 

de: Having thus explained the Nature of the Cath 
hoe Wy which Covenants are confirm'd, it cannot be 
Ve · Nlifficult to make out the great Diſhonour done 
urk Wo: God by deſpiſing it, that is, acting contrary 


0 it. 

For whoever is guilty of this Practice, muſt 
ſuppoſe that God does not ſec into his Heart, 
or regard his Actions, or that his Mercy is not 
0 be valued, or his Vengeance not to be fear'd ; 
han which Suppoſitions nothing can be a greater 
front to the Divine Majeſty; they wholly 
cluding him out of his Government of the 


orld, | 


The 
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The All-ſeceing Eye of God reſtrains Mankind 
from many wicked Practices. There are Variety of 
Caſes wherein Men may do Injury to their Netgh. 
bours, and carry it on with that Artifice and Secrecy, 
as not to be ſuſpected or diſcover'd by them. But 
they who are convinced of God's Preſence in cye- 
ry Place, of his exact Obſervation of whatſocver 
is done in the World, and that all things he 
naked and open to the Eyes of him with whom ne 
have to do, are therefore kept in awe, as know. 
ing tis to little Purpoſe to avoid the Eyes of 
Men, when they cannot eſcape the Notice of God 
But whoever calls God to Witneſs his Sincerity, 
ſolemnly Appcaling to his Infinite Knowledge of 
the Hearts and Actions of all Men, and after 
wards knowingly, and wilfully breaks his Faith, 
manifeſtly ſhews that he has no Regard at all to 
the Eye of God. And tho' all Hypocrites arc 
guilty of diſregarding God's Knowlege, in as much 
as they do not ſufficiently reflect upon it, in order 
to reſtrain them from their Wickedneſs; yet Perjuy 
is a more direct and open Contradiction to it than 
any other Crime; the falſe Swearer having made 
uſe of it to deceive his Neighbour, when, it ap- 
pears, he had no Regard at all to it; and this 
an Inſtance of the higheſt Contempt of God: And 
therefore the Pſalmift, when he had affirmed o 
the wicked Man, That he hath ſaid in his * 
| 04 
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8 God hath forgotten, he hideth his Face, he will never 
ſee it, Pſal. 10. 12. He thus expoſtulates with him, 
2. 14. Wherefore doth the Wicked contemn God? He 
bath ſaid in his Heart, thou wilt not require it. For 
ſurely no Man can be thought to have a more 
| unworthy Notion of God, than he who acts as if 
he ſuppos'd him ignorant or blind. Bur, 

Secondly, A farther Aggravation of this Crime of 
Perjury appears, in a manifeſt deſpiſing of God's 
| Mercy. He that confirms his Covenant with an 
| Oath, renounces his Title to God's Mercy if he 
breaks it; And does he not then upon breaking it, 
plainly declare that he has no Regard or Value 
tor that Mercy ? 
But what an Afront is this to God? Is not his 

Mercy one of his moſt beloved Attributes, which 
engages us moſt of all to love him with all our 
Hearts? Is 1t not that which encourages us to 
ſerve him, and makes us delight in paying our 
Obedience to him? And muſt not he be thought 
highly ungrateful to God, for all the Good he 
hath received from him? Muſt not he be ſup- 
pos'd to look upon the Pardon of his Sins as 
not worth ſuing for, and the Crown of Glory pro- 


| * Vs — 
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f 
miſed to all ſincere Penitents, as vile and contemp- 
tible, or to think that God is not able to make 


i 

| 
L . vg » 440 : 
no Conſcience of breaking his Oath ? ii 
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The thoughtleſs Sinner, who indulges himſch 
in his beloved Luſts, or the worldly Man, whoſ: 
Heart is ſet on the good Things of this Life, may 
be juſtly charged with deſpiſing the Mercy of God, 
in neglecting to make himſclf meet to be Par. 
taker of it: But he does not in fo direct and 
formal a Manner cxclude himſelf from the Hopes 
of it, as the perjured Man; who, that he might 
be believed, makes an open Profeſſion of hi 
eſteeming the Mercy of God as a far greater 
Good than he can poſlibly reap, by breaking his 
Oath; and after all this, by his Actions plainly 
ſhews, that he thinks he has a greater Advantage 
in View than what God can beſtow upon him, 
But, 

Thirdly, He who breaks his Faith, after he had 
confirm'd it with an Oath, ſhews not only a Con- 
tempt of God's Mercy, but of his Vengeance alſo. 
The Fear of God's Juſtice and Power in his Pu- 

| niſhment of Offenders, 1s that which docs above all 

other Conſiderations, reſtrain Men from Impicty 

and Wickedneſs. They who enjoy Plenty of all 
Things in this World, are apt to think zz is good 
for them to be here; and therefore are not ſo ready 
to value juſtly the Things of another Life; but 
the Terrors of the Lord are oftentimes more power- 
ful to perſwade Men to be Religious. path 
| When hc 
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elf When they reflect on the Juſtice of God, by 
oſe W which they may be aflur'd he will by no means f 
ay WF clear the Guilty, and on his infinite Power, by WM 
oc which he is able to inflict whatever Puniſhment Ml 
at. the Sinner deſerves; the Thoughts of cternal Mi 
nd Death, the Wages duc to Sin, muſt ſtrike Terror ü 
ves into them. And if the Generality of Men are 
zt not, on this Account, ſo much reſtrained from 
his going on in their Sins, it is to be imputed to 
ter their Want of Thought and Conſideration. But 
his he who deſpiſeth the Oath of God, ſhews himſelf 
\ly W co be the moſt harden'd and incorrigible of all 
ge Sinners. He hath ſolemnly call'd down upon 
m. W himſelf the Vengeance of God, a far greater Evil 

than can poſſibly fall upon him, by keeping his 
ad bath; and yet by his after acting, it plainly ap- 
n- W pears he had no kind of fear of it before his 
(0. Eyes; as if God were as wicked as himſelf, and 
u- had no Regard ro Jaftice, in his Government of the 


World, or elſe had no Power at all to hurt him; 
ty ¶ than which there cannot be a greater or more open 
all W Contempt thrown upon the Divine Majcſty. 

xd Nor docs the Evil quite ſtop here; for tho” 
dy W God's Honour is more nearly touch'd by the 
ut n of Perjury, yet it is alſo highly injurious to 
er- Men; becauſe an Cath being the ſtrongeſt Obli- 
gation which can be required in Covenants, he 


, mY 
en ho has thus bound the Perſons he is engaged i 
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with, is apt to be ſecure, and not ſtand upon 
his Guard, depending on the Force of this Sacred 
Tie, and ſo may be on a ſudden oppreſs'd and 
ruin'd ; but ſhould he eſcape, yet finding this not 
to be ſtrong enough, he is at a Loſs how t0 
deal with Mankind. From whence muſt ariſe 
endleſs Diſtruſts and Jealouſies. But this is moſt 
plainly to be obſerv'd, in the publick Covenants 
between the Supreme Magiſtrate and his Subjects: 
For when once they riſe in Rebellion againſt 
him, contrary to their Oaths, all the Power he 
can afterwards have over them, is that of Con- 
queſt, which muſt make both his and their Con- 
dition miſerable, while it laſts; and therefore no 
Prince who obtain'd a Kingdom by Conqueſt, evcr 
thought fit to keep it long upon that Foot, but 
as ſoon as poſſible enter'd into Covenant with 
thoſe he had ſubdued, confirm'd by ſolemn Oaths 
on both Sides, that a mutual Confidence being 
thus eſtabliſhed, Peace and Tranquillity might be 
reſtored. 

But now after ſuch a Covenant as this 1s broken, 
what new Foundation of Truſt can be laid ? And 
what can the Conſequence be, unleſs the Rebclli- 
on be ſoon ſuppreſs'd, but as it was in the Cal: 
of Zedekiah, the utter Deſtruction of the Coun- 
try, to the Ruin of Multitudes of innocent 
Perſons ? For all which they are to ps 

who 
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who defpiſed the Covenant and Oath they had 
taken. | 

And thus, I think, I have without at all aggra- 
rating the Matter plainly ſet before you the Height 
of Impiety and Wickedneſs of thoſe who break the 
Covenants they have confirmed with Oaths, with 
relation both to God and Man. 
| I paſs on to the Zhird general Head I propoſed, 
which was to ſhew the Juſtice of God in remarka- 
bly puniſhing ſuch great Offenders. And I need 
noc be long in making it out, for ſince God in his 
juſtice docs always Proportion his Puniſhments to 
Offences; this being the moſt daring Contempt 
of his Authority in his Government of the World, 
and the moſt highly Injurious to our Neighbour; 
it being indeed a Complication of the higheſt Acts 
of Irreligion and Injuſtice) Whoever 1s guilty of 
it deſerves to drink the deepeſt of the Cup of God's 
Wrath, both in this World, and that which is to 
come. 

This has been in all Ages of the World look'd 
upon as ſo horrid a Crime, and ſo juſtly deſerv- 
ing the utmoſt Severity of God's Vengeance, that 
wen the Heathen Writers expreſſing their Abhor- 
rence of it, look'd upon it as a thing impoſſible, 
un- ¶ that the Offender ſhould eſcape Puniſhment, and 
ent ¶ o' it might not immediately tall upon his Head; 
ver, Net they ſuppoſcd he was continually tormented 
yho with 
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with the Terrors of it, and conſequently ſuffer 
more by that Torment than thoſe who were in the 
State of the Damned in Hell, as one of their Port; 
expreſſeth it. And the ſame Writer gives an Ac. 
count of a Man, who only conſulted the Oracle 
whether he might ſafely break his Oath or no, was de. 
ftroyed with his whole Family ; the Deſire and 
Thought of committing the Crime, brought upon 
him the Puniſhment it deſerv'd. And, indeed, the 
Honour of God requires that his Vengeance ſhou'd 
be pour'd out upon the Heads of ſuch Offenders, 
in fo remarkable a manner, that all the World 
may be convinced of his Juſtice and Power, and 
that none may dare to take his holy Name in dais, 
to the end they may impoſe upon Mankind, and 
bring about their wicked Deſigns and Purpoſes. 
And thus I have gone through what I propoſed 
to ſpeak to, and have fully ſet forth the Evil of the 
Sins, mentioned in my Text, and have ſhewn the 
Juſtice of God in his remarkably puniſhing the Ot- 
fenders. And, would to God, that this Subject 
were not ſo 2 to our preſent Times, and 
that they could not afford us an Inſtance of theſe 
Sins in an higher Degree, than in that Falſeneſs 
and Perjury, which is mentioned in my Text. 
The Covenant confirm'd by moſt Solemn 0atbs, 
which has now been moſt ſnamefully broken by 
many in Great-Britain, had ſuch K at- 
tending 
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tending it as mightily aggravate the Guilt of the 
Offenders. 

The Succeſſion to the Kingdoms of England and 
E Ireland was freely offer d to the Illuſtrious Houſe 
| of Hanover, in order to preſcrye the Religious and 
Civil Rights of both Nations, from the Danger of 
Popery and Slavery; and was not only confirm'd 
by ſeveral Laws, but all Perſons in Employment 
were ſolemnly Sworn to maintain it, and at the 
ame Time did abjure the Perſon who pretended a 
[Title to theſe Crowns. At the Union of the Two 
Kingdoms of Great-Britain, this Succeſſion was 
agreed to as a Fundamental Article, and ſo was firm- 
ly Eftabliſh'd in all the Three Kingdoms, and the 
Dominions belonging to them. 

Upon the Demiſe of her late Majcſty, King 
GEORGE was invited by all the Eſtates in Parlia- 
ment in Great-Britain to come over to take Poſſeſ- 
lon of his Kingdoms ; the Oaths of Fidelity, and of 
Abjuration of the Pretender, being repeated in all 
his Majeſty's Dominions; and ſoon after his Arri- 
val, a Covenant was ſolemaly made and confirm'd 
by Oaths, between his Majeſty and his Subjects, at 
bis Coronation. 

There 1s no Pretence made, no Colour of Com- 
ths, Nlaint given, that his Majeſty, ſince his happy Ac- 

by Wcflion, has broke any part of his Oath. He has 
at- Nnade the Law of the Land the Rule of his Go- 
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vernment, and acted with a perfect Harmony and 
Conſent with the Body of the Legiſlature, Aſſem. 
bled in Parliament: And yet there has been raisd 
in ſeveral Parts of Great-Britain an Unnatural Re. 
bellion, in order to deſtroy his Majeſty and Roya 
Family, and to place that Perſon on the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms, whom we had abjurcd in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms that could be devis'd or cx 
preſe'd. 
| Had only the Enemies to our Religion, cycr 
fince the Time of the Reformation, took up Arm; 
againſt their Sovereign, they had leſs to anſwer MW 
for, few or none of them having given any ſuffi 
cient Aſſurance of their ſubmitting to this Eſtz- 
bliſnment. But what is ſadly to be lamented, 
many of our own Communion, who had engag' 
themſelves in all the folemn Oaths to ſtand by 
His Majeſty, not only not to reſiſt him, but to 
aſſiſt him with all their Power, have joyned to- 
gether with Papiſts, to diſturb our happy Settlc- 
ment, being ſo void of Underſtanding as to pro- 
feſs they defign'd by ſetting up a Perſon, Educatcd 
in the Popiſh Religion, to ſecure that Church from 
Danger, which has been juſtly allow'd to be the 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſ Popery. 
What a Shame and Reproach is this to out 

Church, that has always diſtinguiſh'd itſelf for the 
beſt Principles of Loyalty and Obedience ” out 
| ings, 


ermon preac 4 UCTOFC 


Excellencies the Lords Fuſtices. 25 
Kings, which has ever ſince the Reformation dif- 
claim'd all Adminiſtration of Power and juriſdi- 
ction, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil in theſe 
Realms, but that which depends on ovr Lawful Fo— 
| zereign , in Oppoſition to Popery and Presbytery, 
boch which claim, in many Caſes, an Indepen- 
dance from all Temporal Power in the Excrciſc of 
their Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction. 
| Zedekiah was under a greater Temptation to re— 
rolt, and had more Colour of Reaſon for his Re- 
wer! bellion. The Covenant he made with Nebuchad- 
16. WW 122247 was after Conqueſt, and tho' he owed the 
nta. Kingdom he had to the Favour of the Conqueror, 
ted, yet it was a very Dependent one; and he had for 
ge bis Subjects but the Joweſt of the People, That the 
Kingdom might be baſe, that it might not lift up tt 
ſelf, and therefore he might hope by ſhaking off the 
Yoke of the King of Babylon to reſtore his Crown 
to its ancient Independance, and make it more con- 
ſiderable for Strength and Riches. 

But here Arms are taken up againſt a King, up- 
on whoſe Safety the Preſervation of our Religion, 
Liberties and Properties does, under God, depend, 
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and a Perſon call'd in, who if for the Puniſhment 
of our Sins, God ſhould have ſuffer'd to ſucceed, 
all the Blood and Expence ſhed and laid out for 
above Seven and twenty Years, in order to ſecure 
thoſe invaJuable Bleſſings to us, would be intircly 
loſt. Popery and Slavery, like a Torrent, would 
flow in upon us, and we ſhould become Vaſſals 
to a Neighbouring Nation, whoſe Intereſt it would 
always be, to keep us low and baſe, and ſo we 
ſhould deſervedly become a Reproach to all Peo- 
ple upon Earth, for  endeavouring, by taking up 
Arms againſt our lawful Sovereign, to draw a 
much heavier Yoke upon our Necks, than that 
which Zedekiah by his Rebellion ſtrove to ſhake off 
But tho' the aggravating Circumſtances of the 
Breach of Covenants: and Oaths in this Rebellion, 
muſt be matter of Grief to every Loyal Subject, 
and ſound Member of our Church. Yet that God 
has, in his Mercy to us, been pleas'd to punih 
the Authors of it in ſo remarkable a manner, 
and to deliver us from thoſe diſmal Calamitics 
which muſt have fallen on us, had it fuccecdcd ; 
as it is a freſh Inſtance of his good Providence o- 
ver us, ſo it ought to fill our Hearts with Joy, 
and our Mouths with Thankſgivings unto the Lord 
our God. b&, . 
That part of the Rebels which roſe up in En- 
land, were ſo infatuated, as to take Shelter in an 
etl; Duma lled 
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Unvalled Town, where being ſurrounded by his 
Majeſty's Forces, after making a feeble Reſiſtance, 
they were taken Priſoners at Diſcretion. So that 
what God threaten'd Zedekiah with, in the Verſe 
immediately following my Text was aptly tulfill'd 
in them. And I will ſpread my Net upon him, and 
be ſhall be taken in my Snare. | 

The other Part in North-Britain, tho' they had 
the Pretender with them, upon the Approach of his 
Majeſty's Forces, without ſtriking a Stroke, forſook 
the Place wherein they vainly boaſted to have 
ſtrengthen'd themſelves, and fled before their Pur- 
ſuers, till the Chief of them, after having ſhame- 
fully quitted the Kingdom, left thoſe whom 
they had drawn into Rebellion to be hunted in the 
Mountains. Thus has God recompenſed on the heads 
of theſe Rebels his Oath that they had deſpiſed, and 
bis Covenant that they had broken. 

Let then the juſt Judgment of God upon theſe 
notorious «Offenders ſo ſtrike us with Horror and 
Deteſtation of their. Crimes, that. we may not 
give the leaſt ground of Suſpicion, of our favour- 
ing, countenancing or abetting them, either in 
Thought, Word or Decd; or of our being any ways 
Partakers of their Sins. And let the Senſe of God's 
Goodneſs to us, in the Protection of the ſacred Perſon 


of our gracious Sovercign King GEORGE, and of 


his Royal Family, and in the Preſervation of on 
Re 1 
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Religion and Laws, ſo affect us, that we may wit 
united Hearts and Hands pay all dutiful Obed 
{ ence to his Majeſty, and ſtand by one another 
the Defence of all that is near and dear to us. 

Particularly, and to conclude, Let us of t 
Nation give Thanks to Almighty God, who hf 
been graciouſly pleas'd to preſerve us in perfect Pea 
and Tranquillity, who are ſo encompaſs'd wi 
great numbers of ſuch as are declared Enemies @ 
our Religious as well as Civil Rights; and who 
former Times uſed to feel the moſt diſmal Eff: 
of all Civil Commotions. And let us beſeech hifi 
to continue his good Providence over us, that i 
may ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs, and Right 
ouſneſs, and Godly Quietneſs all the Days of our Liv 
chrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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